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SUMMARY

A total of one hundred and twenty five samples of
muscles (meat), hearts, gizzards, livers and kid-
neys of turkeys carcasses (25 samples of cach)
were collected from Sharkia province, and cxam-
ined mycologically and mycotoxicologically. The
mean value of mould count/g was 1.1 X 102, 3.4
X 102, 1.8 X 104, 3.6 X 102 and 7.9 X 102, while
for yeast count/g was 1.3 X 102,3.0X 102, 1.8 X
103, 1.96 X 103 and 3.7 X 102 for muscles, hearts,
gizzards, livers and kidneys, respectively. Asper-
gillus species mainly A.flavus, A. ochraceous and
A.niger, Penicillium sp., Fusarium sp., Clados-
porium sp. and Mucor species were identificd
while Candida species namcly C.albicans, C.
parpsilosis and C.tropicalis and "hodotorula
species were the yeast isolates. Aflatoxin L | resi-
dues were detected at mean levels of 19.9, 19.0,
9.47. 9.28 and 5.43 in gizzards, livers, muscles,

kidneys and hcarts, respectively. The public

health hazards of moulds , yeasts and mycotoxins
contamination as well as the suggestive measures
to improve the quality of turkey carcasses were

discussed.

INTRODUCTION

Fungi are widely distributed all over the surround-
ing environment, thus, arc regarded among bio-
logical contaminants of poultry as well as turkeys
carcasses and their organs (muscles, hearts, giz-
zards, liver and kidneys) (Saleh et al., 1990). Fun-
gal pollution of carcasses may be due to the na-
ture of turkey recaring, mishandling during
cvisceration, processing, utensils uses, surround-
ing air, water and cven during transportation (Sa-
Ich, 1999). Fungal count is considered as a stan-
dard test for checking the general sanitary
condition in developing countries (Foster et al.,
1930 Hcavy cconomic losses may occur owing

to the purification process and/or fat rancidity of
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